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for commissions, but this might be readily ensured by an
examination, as in the case of recruits for the army. The

Director-General would have no difficulty in selecting a
medical officer whose judgment as to the physical qualities
of the candidates might be safely trusted, and whose

decision should be deemed final and not liable to be reversed

by interest at the Horse Guards.
But if the system of physical competitive examination be

adopted, we think the selection of subjects unfair and in-,

judicious. Of the advantage of riding and swimming there
can be no question, but a large proportion of the candidates
have not the means of practising the former or of learning
the latter. Besides, riding is one of the special subjects
taught at Woolwich and Sandhurst, and at a very moderate
expense swimming-baths could be erected at these institu-
tions, and instruction in the art be made compulsory on all
the cadets. The advantage to be gained by the competition
in running and walking is very problematical; great speed
for a short distance is rarely demanded of the soldier, and is
no test whatever of his powers of covering a long distance
or enduring for a long time-qualities which may be of great
value. We would recommend to the careful perusal of the
authorities the letters of Sir I. ADYE, the Governor of

Woolwich Academy, and of Mr. BULL, the Master of the
Modern School, Marlborough, as pointing out clearly the
serious evils likely to arise from the adoption of the proposed
system.

WE are gleaning day by day, in a fragmentary though
not altogether in an unsatisfactory way, further particulars
as to the sanitary state of our new possession in the Medi-
terranean. And there is little doubt that many of the reports
quoted as to the unhealthiness of the climate are much ex-
aggerated. There are marshes in some parts of the island, ’

and of course their inevitable accompaniment, intermittent
fever, of a somewhat severe type. A Mr. R. H. LANG,
who states that he has resided at Cyprus for some years,
in writing to The Tim’!s, comments favourably upon the
temperature, but remarks in effect that the chief towns all
want the same sort of sanitary appliances required in
England and elsewhere where dwelling-places have been
built without any consistent or systematic arrangements as
to drainage, water-supply, &c. He says that the town of

Famagousta "is encumbered with dcbris, and the covered
pits from which the Turks assaulted the walls in the

sixteenth century are stagnant marshes to-day." He

remarks, reasonably eiioiig.i in effect, that the towns may,
with a moderate expenditure, be easily made an agreeable
and healthy place of residence, but that the marshes around
must be drained, a supply of drinking-water properly
organised and maintained, and barracks built for the soldiers.
It is, indeed, by no means difficult to foretell that, if the

troops are compelled to remain long housed only in huts,
ague and other malarious disorders will soon work much

rnischief among them. The success that (according to Consul
PLAYFAIR) has attended the planting of the Eucalyptus
Globulus in Algeria should induce the authorities at Cyprus
to try the experiment in that island also. Under any cir-

cumstances, it would seem judicious to send as few troops
as possible until proper provision is made for their healthy
and comfortable accommodation, having regard, too, to the

fact that July is, as regards all Mediterranean districts, one
of the most unhealthy months of the year.
The Opposition in the House of Lords was entirely

justified in a strong expression on Tuesday afternoon

as to the remarkable reticence of her Majesty’s Govern.
ment in affording details respecting this island, of which we
have just assumed the protectorate. We mean details in

every important particular, including, of course, climate and
general sanitary condition. And as to these last we may

fairly assume that the Government did not give any informa.
tion because they were in possession of nothing more than
can be obtained by anyone who chooses to refer to the

Encyclopaedia Britannica or Murray’s Handbook. If our

assumption be correct, it is so much the more important that
all practical knowledge on these subjects should be obtained
with the least possible delay, so that we may not repeat
the serious and fatal errors committed in India and some

of our colonies, of building barracks on unhealthy sites, &c.

It seems, therefore, reasonable to urge that Sir ANTHONY
HOME’S staff should be strengthened in the way that we
indicated last week, and a special report be submitted by
him to the Administration before any permanent building
operations are commenced.

Annotations.
"Ne quid nimis."

FEES FOR MEDICAL EDUCATION.

THE authorities of the various London medical schools

(except the London, Middlesex, Charing-cross, and West.
minster), and of Owens College, Manchester, have arranged
for a simultaneous raising of the fees for a complete course
of medical study to about 6130. For this sum students will
be entitled to a perpetual attendance on all lectures and

hospital practice, except those in which a large amount of
apparatus and material is necessary, such as practical phy-
siology, practical chemistry, &c.-in which one course only
will be included. Special differences will be found on com-
paring the several prospectuses, but these are very trifling,
and depend on the peculiarities and exigencies of each indi-
vidual school. The effect of this arrangement will be that
students who enter for the ordinary curriculum only will
find that their fees have been increased about 20 per cent.
The striking out of numerous extra charges for subjects-
such as comparative anatomy, &c.-which are required for
the higher examinations will, however, so diminish the in-
crease that it will practically make but little difference to
those who are not content with the bare minimum of educa-
tion that is insisted on for the lesser qualifications of the
various examining boards. Unless some combination is
effected by which students at the smaller schools may attend
the more strictly scientific classes at the larger schools, it is
difficult to see how a complete and thorough education, such
as is required, for example, by the various universities, can
be given for the fees which have been in vogue during the
past twenty or thirty years. Medical training has undergone
such a thorough reformation in late years that the older
methods of education have become quite obsolete, and much
greater demands are now made on the time and attention of
the teachers and the appliances of the schools.

THE PUBLIC HEALTH (WATER) ACT, 1878.

THIS important Act has now been published. In its final

passage through the Legislature it underwent modification,
but the essential features of the Act, as originally proposed,
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have been retained. The Act is to be construed as one with patient resisted the introduction of the hand, a little chloro-
the Public Health Act, 1875, and is to come into operation form was given. But sudden and fatal collapse followed,
on March 25th, 1879. It imposes upon rural sanitary and, Dr. Lusk says, made such an impression on him that
authorities the duty of providing, or of requiring the pro- nothing would induce him to give chloroform again in that
vision of, a sufficient supply of wholesome water to every stage of labour. Dr. Lusk’s object is not to deter from the
occupied dwelling-house ; and, further, it imposes a penalty reasonable use of chloroform in labour, but to commend
upon the occupation of any newly-built house or house precautions which will make it absolutely safe.
which has been rebuilt in rural districts, unless and until - .
the rural sanitary authority of the district has certified that RED CROSS FLEETS AND NAVAL AMBULANCES.
the house has an available supply of wholesome water suffi-
cient for the consumption and use for domestic purposes of DISCUSSING the question of a Red Cross fleet, which has
the inmates of the house. The Act provides against the recently been broached, and is still receiving consideration
vexatious application of the powers here given to the rural in Russia, the Messager de Croazstadt expresses the opinion
sanitary authority. It provides also for the extension of the that it should be just as practicable for the Red Cross Asso-
Act to the districts of urban sanitary authorities if the Local ciations to give, in time of war, assistance to sailors as to

Government Board thinks fit. soldiers. It holds that it should be easy to provide for any
- insufficiency of hospital accommodation for navies by con-

RISKS IN THE OBSTETRIC USE OF CHLORO- verting to hospital purposes the hulls of ships no longer used

FORM 
for navigation. A fleet being much more movable than an

.... army, the question of transport of the sick and wounded is,
WE have been accustomed to think of lying-in-women as more readily solved. There are, no doubt, occasions when

possessed of some special tolerance of chloroform and other systematic provision for transport would be necessary, as in
anaesthetics. Undoubtedly they have escaped in a high the case of a squadron engaged in a blockade, or of a ship
degree the fatalities which are too familiar in surgery. But occupied in special service which would not admit of its
a careful paper before us, by Dr. William T. Lusk, of New putting into port. In these cases old men-of-war steamers
York, "On the necessity of Caution in the Use of Cliloro- which have been withdrawn from active service would
form during Labour," reminds us that even in obstetrics the become useful. Fitted up as ambulances, flying the Red
use of chloroform becomes dangerous if not carefully prac- Cross flag, and commanded by officers of the mercantile
tised by qualified men. Dr. Lusk especially deprecates the marine, they would prove in these circumstances of essential
tendency to leave its administration to nurses. Dr. Lusk’s service for transport and treatment of the sick and wounded.
views will be gathered from the following propositions :- Of course the work of such steamers would be limited to
1. Deep anaesthesia, carried to the point of complete ccboh- the waters under the control of the fleet to which they were
tion of consciousness, in some cases iveal-ens uterine action, attached, otherwise the Red Cross day might be made use of
and sometimes szcspeazcls it altogether. He insists on the to further the purposes of war. In debatable waters the
propriety of allowing the patient to recover some conscious- position of these ships would be difficult, because, from the
ness in cases where chloroform is given during delivery by exigencies of naval warfare, they could not be exempted
forceps. Otherwise, the uterine action being suspended, from capture. Where a fleet forms part of the defensive
hemorrhage "is certain to follow." For ourselves we do force of a port, there a Red Cross naval organisation may
not see the necessity to give chloroform deeply for the pur- render the greatest services. Moreover, the Red Cross may
pose of using forceps. Where it is given Dr. Lusk’s pre- also afford great assistance to fleets and ships of war by
cautions should certainly be observed. 2. Chloroform, even supplementing tiie medical staff and the medical stores and
when givezz ioa the usual obstetneal fashwn-t.;;;., Vb small comrorts as amon; the land rorces.
doses-during the pains only, and after the commencement -

of the second stage, may, in exceptional cases, so far 1ceal:cn
uterine ceeteon as to create the necessity for resorting to ergot THE PROVIDENT DISPENSARY QUESTiON IN

or forceps. He thinks that those who habitually use chloro- BIRMINGHAM.

form in normal labour resort to forceps more frequently A REPORT on provident dispensaries addressed to the
than others. 3. Patients in labour do not enjoy any abso- members of the Midland Medical Society and the local
lute immunity from the pernicious effects of chloroform. In branch of the British Medical Association has just been
support of this proposition he has gathered five cases together issued by the officers of the Joint Committee of those
in which death either occurred or was threatened, and in bodies, from which it appears that there is either unwilling-
which there was no cardiac or pulmonary complication. In ness or apathy on the part of the Committees of the various
two cases the patient ceased to breathe aud the pulse to medical charities of Birmingham to go into the question of
beat. In a third, in which only " a little " chloroform was the abuse of hospitals, and to provide checks to the present
given on a handkerchief with each pain, the breathing sud- indiscriminate system of gratuitous medical relief. The

denly stopped, and the pulse ran down alarmingly. Under Joint Committee declare that the number of recipients of
the Marshall Hall method of treatment she soon began to medical charity has for many years increased in a far larger
breathe again. Of the five cases two were fatal. One was a proportion than the population, and that to encourage such
primipara, going on well but for a slight convulsion as the abuse or permit it to continue is to foster improvidence and
head was emerging. The other, reported in 1876 in our fraud. Every thinking man must admit the truth of this
columns, was a i)bztlti pa?,6t, in which chloroform was given latter proposition. Provident dispensaries have, however,
under the direction of a Sister of Charity, preparatory to been suggested as a means of affording medical assistance,
version for shoulder presentation. 4. Dr. Lusk’s fourth which would enable the working classes to help themselves,
proposition is that chloroform should not be given in the third and to be independent of the medical charities, and of thus
stage of labour. The relative safety of claloroforzn in pccr- checkinn, or at any rate diminishing, the abuses which are
turition ceases with the birth of the child. He thinks it a now so frequent. Whether they are the best remedy for the
most dangerous practice either for putting sutures into a abuse of our medical charities is, of course, for the present
ruptured perineum or for the removal of the placenta. In a an unsettled question, and it must remain so until the provi-
case of the latter sort, where, after a long labour ended by dent dispensary system has had a longer and more thorough
forceps under complete anaesthesia, haemorrhage occurred, trial.
and it was thought desirable to remove the placenta. As the In Manchester, we learn from the report, that although
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the guarantors have for some years paid in round numbers during part of last week in inspecting the establishments in
&pound;1000 per annum in aid of provident dispensaries, the mem- Chatham Dockyard.
bers subscribing to them have largely diminished, and the The crew of H.M.S. Tourmaline have recently been work.
scheme has failed to commend itself to the local members of ing in the hold of the stranded steamer Tasmanian, off
the medical profession. It would be interesting to learn Antigua, endeavouring to clear it of coffee. The excessively
whether in other towns provident dispensaries have also bad state of the bilge-water seems to have induced in many
been equally unsuccessful or comparatively useless, but our of the men a severe form of conjunctivitis, and most of those
own impression is that they may be made valuable adjuncts so affected are off duty.
to existing medical charities, and that by their action much The port of Dumeigh, in the Red Sea, is likely to be used

the gratuitous relief now so indiscriminately given away as a quarantine station for pilgrim ships, and H.M.S. Vestal
might be curtailed. The Joint Committee, in conclusion, has been ordered there in order that an official report may
send in their resignation, and leave it to the original pro- be made on the subject.
moters of the provident dispensary scheme to carry out their A Bill for the reorganisation of the Cape Armed and
plans as they may think proper. Mounted Police has recently passed the Colonial Parliament.

____ 
His Excellency Sir Bartle Frere, in an official minute on the

LIGATURE OF THE CAROTID FOR HAEMOR- subject, comments very emphatically on the unnecessary
RHAGE AFTER ERYSIPELAS. fatigue and hardships to which these men were exposed in

the late Kafir war, the inevitable result of this treatment 
,

A SINGULAR CASE, for which ligature of the carotid was being that " a large proportion of the men have broken down
employed with success, was lately communicated by M. in health, dysentery, rheumatism, and heart disease ensuing
Denuce to the Academie de M&eacute;decine. The patient was a upon the cruel, protracted exposure to which they are sub.
young officer who suffered from a suppurating otitis, accom- jected." The Cape Times, from which this synopsis of the
panied first with severe pain and afterwards swelling in the Governor’s minute is taken, says that in one campaign no less
temporal region, with erysipelatoid redness. Three incisions than twenty per cent. of the men employed have been in-
were made into the swelling, each at a few days’ interval. valided. And this in one of the healthiest climates in the
The last was followed by considerable haemorrhage, easily world
repressed by the application of perchloride of iron and by The Medical Director-General of the Navy inspected the
pressure. Eighteen days later, while the patient was Royal Naval Prison at Lewes on Tuesday last.
rapidly improving, a large h&aelig;morrhage suddenly occurred, Dr. Edward Moss, R.N., one of the surgeons in the late
filling the cavity of the phlegmonous abscess, and escaping Arctic Expedition, is the author of " The Shores of the Polar
in jets at the several openings. Compression and ligature Sea," a book just published by Marcus Ward and Co.,
of the temporal artery did not arrest the haemorrhage, and giving, with both pen and pencil, a vigorous description of
the cavity was therefore filled with lint soaked in per- life in high latitudes.
chloride of iron, which for the time stopped the bleeding. 

-

Two days later it recurred, and was arrested by the same INFANT MORTALITY AT LEICESTER.
means, but a considerable increase of the sloughing inflamma- A FEW years ago Leicester and Yarmouth were pointedtion was the consequence, and the abscess spread to the out in the Registrar-General’s report as the two towns in

region of the jaw, and the month. h&aelig;morrhage occurred England that suffered exceptionally the highest mortality
externally and into the mouth. Compression and per- from diarrhoea. The latter town apparently took the rebukechloride of iron were again resorted to, but the patient had to heart, for it started on a career of sanitary improvement,
become extremely an&aelig;mic, and evidently unfit to bear a which has resulted in a continuous diminution of the annual
fresh haemorrhage. The common carotid was therefore tied, death-rate from diseases of the zymotic class. Leicester,the tumefaction of the upper part of the neck being too on the other hand, seems to have ignored the subject,
great to permit of ligature of the external carotid. The 

for we find during the week ending June 30th-a week
huge temporal cavity was then emptied, and its blackened which showed a general increase in the fatality of diarrhoeawalls dressed, with slighter pressure, and daily washed out throughout the kingdom-Leicester again j. i- the lead,with a solution of " coal-tar saponine. The walls rapidly and returning a fatality from this disease nearly three timespresented granulations, and at the end of a month cicatrisa- as great as the average rate from this cause nearly three othertion was almost complete. The ligature fell without any large provincial towns. To what exceptional causes is thisdisturbance, and the patient rapidly recovered,disturbance, and the patient rapidly recovered. disgracefully C5 constant mortality due? Neither meteorological

NAVAL AND MILITARY NOTES. 
conditions, nor insufficient and improper quality of the food,NAVAL AND MILITARY NOTES, 
nor want of adequate maternal care can be urged as a sum-

SEVERAL medical officers of the Austrian army have cient excuse, for these conditions are equally present in
recently been engaged at Aldershot in inspecting the Army other towns; and there is simply no evidence to show that
Hospital Corps, specially respecting the performance of their Bristol, Birmingham, Liverpool, and other large midland towns
duties as carrier-bearers, and as applying the field dressings enjoy exceptional meteorological advantages, or that their in-
to wounded men on the battle-field. fants are better fedand more properly caredfor than is the case
There will be another examination of candidates for com- at Leicester. The factor, however, that is not constant in

missions in the Medical Service of the Navy on the 12th of these towns is their " sanitary condition," and on this point
next month. we have no hesitation in saying Leicester lags conspicuously
The United Service Gazette reports that the health of the behind its neighbours. If, therefore, Leicester wishes

Undaunted’s crew is improving, and that by last advices seriously to combat this great evil, and her public men to
only thirty-six men were on the sick-list. The Western shake off the serious responsibility that attaches to them
Morning News imputes this improved state of things to the whilst this great mortality continues, they must set them-
fact that more care has been exercised in drilling the men selves earnestly to work to improve the sanitary con-

"while the thermometer stands at 93&deg;." dition of the town. In giving this prominence to the
The Admiralty have recently issued a notice desiring that necessity for sanitary improvement at Leicester, we do

no charge should be made when medical assistance is given not for one moment wish to discourage those who are en-
by naval officers to the crews of merchant ships. deavouring to improve the " infant feeding " in the town.
The Medical Director-General of the Navy was occupied We believe that such efforts will do much to lessen the infant
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mortality not only in Leicester, but in other towns where the with this there was produced more or less fatty degenera-
same lessons are as urgently needed. But we desire to record tion of the muscular tissue of the heart, of the liver, of the
our opinion that the exceptional fatality from diarrhoea at kidneys, and even of the spleen. If the dose of arsenic was
Leicester is not due to an exceptionally vicious system of in- further increased, the changes in the bone were masked by
fant feeding peculiar to Leicester alone, but to an exceptionally those of chronic arsenical poisoning-gastritis and hypersemia
insanitary condition which imperatively calls for amendment. of the whole intestinal tract, and intense fatty degeneration

____ of various organs. The young produced by rabbits during
CLAPTON ASYLUM FOR IMBECILE CHILDREN. the process of poisoning were dead, but large in size, and

presented a commencing osseous change similar to that
THE third annual report of the committee of this asylum described, and also a considerable hypertrophy of the

has just been published; as it is the last that will be issued thymus. ___

from Clapton, it is of exceptional interest. In October next the 
-

children will be transferred to Darenth, in Kent, and it is MILITARY ATHLETIC SPORTS.

expected that better results in teaching and in health will THESE came off at the Lillie-bridge grounds on Saturday
be derived from the change. The asylum at Clapton is last, under the patronage of H.R.H. the Duke of Cambridge,
very unsuitable for the purpose for which it is now used, and in aid of the funds of the Royal Cambridge Asylum,
whereas the new building is constructed with every regard Of course there was a large and fashionable attendance.
to the sanitary welfare and the education of imbeciles. The The events were the heavy marching-order championship,
most important information in the report is that the Local the lance and sword championship, tent-pegging, and lemon-
Government Board has sanctioned the erection at Darenth cutting. We should not have considered it necessary to
of two blocks and workshops, to which children at the age of notice this meeting specially, but that we deem it our duty
sixteen, who are improving but not cured, may be trans- to protest strongly against the folly and cruelty of the first
ferred, instead of sending them to the ordinary asylums for of these competitions. The competitors were required to
adults. This is undoubtedly a great step in advance, and cover twenty miles in heavy marching order, carrying full
we shall watch with much interest the effect of this pro- regimental kit, the pace (walking or running) being left to
longation of their education. The number of children resi- their discretion. The prizes to be gained were &pound;10 to the
dent in the hospital in December, 1877, was 343, and the first (in addition to holding the challenge belt), JE5 to the
death-rate during the year was only 38 per cent., which is second, &pound;2 to the third, and &pound;1 to the fourth. We do not
a remarkably low average, considering that the vital force of know whether to wonder most at the folly of the committee
such children is necessarily lower than normal. The asylum in organising such a competition in the middle of summer,
has been comparatively free from contagious diseases, for with the thermometer at 86&deg; in the shade, or of the fifteen
only one case of scarlet fever and seven cases of measles competitors who came forward on this occasion. We confess
have occurred during the year. Seventy-two boys and we are unable to see any benefit that can arise from such a

thirty-nine girls are employed in various industrial occupa- competition, and we regret that the Duke of Cambridge, in
tions, three have " recovered " and been given over to their his zeal for a charitable institution, should so far forget his
friends, and for these employment has been found. This, at interest in the soldiers as to sanction such a useless expendi-
first sight, seems a small number, but many others are im- ture of energy and such a risk to the health and constitution

proving, and under a prolonged training the recoveries will of the competitors. We trust that in future he will with-
increase from year to year. The reports of Dr. Beach, and hold his sanction from so unseasonable an exhibition.
of the schoolmistress, are supplemented by some statistical
tables, which will be of great use for comparison in future PALMAM QUI MERUIT FERAT."
years under the new regame. THE annual meeting of the Leavesden Asylum authorities,

- 

held at the institution some few days ago, recalls to our
THE ACTION OF ARSENIC. minds the great and good work performed by the late Dr.

THE effect of arsenic upon animals has lately been care- Anstie and his colleagues in connexion with the establish-
fully studied by Gies, who has administered to rabbits, ment of the Metropolitan Asylum Board. In 1867 " THE

fowls, and pigs during months gradually increasing doses of LANCET Sanitary Commission " was formed, of which

arsenious acid, the daily dose being-rabbits -05 to 7 milli- Anstie was one of the leading workers, the practical result

grammes, the fowls 1 milligramme to 8 centigrammes, and of which was the passing of an Act under Lord Cranbrook
the pigs 5 milligrammes to 5 centigrammes. All the animals (then Mr. Gathorne Hardy) which led to the building of the
became heavier and fatter, and there was a considerable hospitals now managed by the Metropolitan Asylums Board.
growth of bone, both epiphysal and periosteal. In all parts 

" Palmam qui mer2ait ferat." We read last week a para-
of the bones in which there is normally spongy substance, graph in The Tivies that appeared to us too little accurate
the animals fed with arsenic presented compact bone. The in apportioning praise to those who worked well in the

carpal and metacarpal bones, for examples, were compact cause of humanity. This is the more important because

throughout, and beneath the cartilages of the epiphyses was several of the workers above referred to are gone from

a compact layer of bony hardness, just as in animals fed among us, and we have a tender and grateful recollection of
with phosphorus. The bone corpuscles of this layer are their labours. 

____

smaller and less numerous, the Haversian canals are smaller 
HEALTH OF CUSTOMS OFFICERS.and fewer than normal. These changes were observed after 
HEALTH OF CUSTOMS OFFICERS.

only nineteen days’ feeding. Strangely enough, however, DR. WALTER DICKSON, R.N., Medical Inspector of Her
the same bone changes were found in other animals kept in Majesty’s Customs, has recently presented his annual report
the same stall as those which were fed with the arsenic. to the Commissioners. Both divisions of the force have,
Gies attributes this to the excretion of the arsenic by the during the past year, presented an unusually heavy sick list,
skin and lungs of the animals to which it was administered, exceeding that of the previous year by 25 per cent. Most of the
and its absorption by the others. Similar changes were increase, however, was due to cases of chronic disease, only
found in the bones of animals which were kept in a cage seven cases of small-pox having occurred, none of which
beneath the perforated floor of which arsenic had been scat- were contracted while the men were on duty on the river or
tered. Adult animals fed with arsenic presented a con- in the docks. The mean daily number incapacitated by
siderable thickening of the cortex of the long bones, and disease or injury has been 42, or 41 per cent. of strength.
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The ratio of admissions to the sick list has been 83 per cent. again lasts only a few seconds ; that cerebral concussion,
of the mean strength of the force, and the mean duration of when accompanied by respiratory and cardiac syncope of

each case has been twenty days. The mean rate of mortality transitory duration, is not indicated by any change in the
during the last twenty years has been 12 per 1000, and of pressure of the cephalo-rachidian liquid; and, lastly, that the
superannuation 7 per 1000. A comparison of the same class same is true of fatal concussion, the pressure of the fluid
of officers at the port of Liverpool is made by Dr. Dickson, remaining the same as that of the atmosphere.
who finds, as to the latter, unusually favourable results.
We have before remarked that the value of these statistics CAUSES OF DEATH IN THE WiNDWARD ISLANDS.
consists in their applicability to other classes of the civil THR Lieutenant-Governor of Grenada, in forwarding his
population, and have again to express our regret that the returns of the vital statistics of the island for the year 1877,valuable example set by Dr. Dickson and his predecessors calls attention to the fact that, under the provisions of thehas not been followed in other departments of the civil 

Medical Aid Act, which came into force on the lst af May,service. 
1877, persons registering deaths are " required " to produce

VENTILATION OF THE HOUSE OF LORDS. certificates of their causes from a medical officer. Notwith.

standing this provision, however, although 1234 deaths wereIN reply to a question put to the Lord Chancellor on registeredregistered during the year, only 1/2 medical certihcates wereMonday by Earl Granville, respecting the defective ven-
tilation of the House of i Lord Cairns indicated 

handed in, showing conclusively the inefficient working of

by his reply that he, - common with the majority of 
the Act. It is stated that further legislation is being con.

men, is still imbued with the notion that the sidered, with a view to remedying the defects in the working
, 

- - 

the proper 
of this Act. The death-rate in the island during the year(as contrasted with the exhaust) principle is the proper 
of this Act. The death-rate in the island during the year

one. The pertinacity with which this notion is nursed 
was equal to 28’2 per 1000 of the estimated population. It

appears somewhat , extraordinary, whether public build- 
is unsatisfactory to learn that, although 1757 births were

ings, private houses, ships, tunnels, or drains, are under registered, " little vaccination was performed in 1877,"
discussion. Most persons who speak and write about owing to the difuculty of obtaining effective lymph.
this important subject fail to remember, or if they re- WIMBLEDON CAMP.member, do not sufficiently appreciate, the fact, that by
pumping or persuading clean air in, the foul and heated air THE annual meeting of the National Rifle Association
is not always, as a matter of course, driven out, but is more has passed off with great success. The weather was splendid,
often driven up to and condensed in holes and corners, and there was not even the usual thunderstorm to test the
where in all probability the presence of a pure atmosphere quality of the tents. The shooting was unusually good; the
is specially important. The exhaust system is so simple, conduct of the Volunteers was, with one exception, excel.
and may be made under many circumstances so completely lent; and there was the usual entire freedom from accidents
automatic, that its manifest advantages on shore as well as with firearms. It is true two rifles burst, but in one instance
anoat- ought by this time to have been fairly established. without any, and in the other with very slight, injury. The

health of the camp was excellent, and the arrangements in
THE PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY AND THE connexion with it, under Surgeon-Major Elkington, of the

MEDICAL ACTS AMENDMENT BILL. Grenadier Guards, and Surgeon Pocklington, of the 1st

As was hinted in THE LANCET of last week, the action of Surrey Rifle Volunteers, were all that could be desired.

the Pharmaceutical Society in sending a deputation to the The proceedings were wound up on Saturday with the
Lord President of the Council to confer about what may be 

athletic sports (which have for the last two years taken the

called the " counter practice " clause was not likely to be suc- place of a review), and with the presentation of the principal
cessful. The Pharmaceutical Journal very properly quotes prizes by H.R.H. the Duke of Connaught. Judging bythe
the natural rejoinder of the Duke, to the effect "that the number of visitors to the camp, the meeting continues, and
Medical Act would not be the proper channel through which deservedly, to hold a high place in popular estimation.
to enlarge their (i.e., the chemists’) privileges." Nor would 

-

it. We consider it fortunate (not as the journal says, un- AN ARAB REMEDY FOR HYDROPHOBIA.

fortunate) that "great attention has been drawn to this THE wide distribution of rabies is curiously illustrated by
subject of late," and are sure that the result will be advan- the belief among comparatively uncivilised races in specific
tageous to all pharmaceutical chemists, because their status remedies for hydrophobia; and the recognition of the disease,
will be strengthened, and their relations with our own cloth and of the connexion between it and the antecedent bite, is
far more cordial than they have been hitherto, mainly on an illustration of the remarkable accuracy of the rude patho-
account of this vexed question. logical observation of uncultured races. A note on a popular

- Arab prophylactic was lately communicated to the Societe
THE PRESSURE OF THE CEREBRO-SPINAL d’Entomologie of France from M. de Chevarrier, of Gabes,in

FLUID. Tunis, accompanying some fragments of Coleoptera, recog-
M. BOCHEFONTAINE gives, in a paper read before the nised by M. de Saulcy as belonging to the Melve tuccius

Acad&eacute;mie des Sciences, the results of his researches on the (Rossi) and the Mylabris tenebrosa (Castelnau) - insects
pressure of the cerebro-spinal fluid. His experiments were which possess a power of blistering similar to that of the
made on five dogs. He found that in an animal breathing Cantharis vesicatoria. Their congeners are common in
without effort and perfectly calm the pressure of the fluid France. The note stated that the fragments had been
was maintained in equilibrium with that of the atmosphere; obtained south of Ouderna, from a man of the tribe of the
that with each cardiac systole the pressure augments, Amernas, who possessed a dozen, of which he took the
but the increase does not amount to more than O’ 5 ml1l.; greatest care. He detailed their virtues, and the mode of
that under the influence of expiration the increase of the their use. On returning to Gabes, M. de Chevarrier spoke
pressure of the fluid reaches as high as 5. 5 mm. ; that of the remedy to a very intelligent Arab, who confirmed the
cerebral concussion, not accompanied by respiratory or car- statements, and said that the remedy was described in the
diac syncope, may produce an augmentation of pressure of Arab treatises on medicine. They state that a piece of the
one or two millimetres above zero, which is almost instantly insect, the size of a grain of corn, given in a piece of meat,
followed by a corresponding depression below zero, which will prevent hydrophobia if given within twenty days of the
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bite. The strongly irritant property of the insect renders a pital has an inalienable capital of 1071 roubles, and a reserve
stronger dose dangerous to life. Even that quantity occasions capital of 13,050 roubles. On the lst January, 1878, the
frightful colics. The Arabs were unanimous as to the effi- balance to the credit of the hospital was 16 roubles.
eacy of the remedy. - 

A MEETING of members of the Surgical Society of Ireland
THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD (IRELAND). was held in the College of Surgeons on the 19th inst. to con-

A LIVELY conversation took place in the House of Com- sider its financial position, the Council of the College having
mons, in Committee of Supply on the Irish Estimates, with 

in May last passed a resolution requesting that the Surgical

respect , the Local Government Board (Ireland). Society should pay some of its expenses. As the members

of the number of pay no subscription, the cost of the various meetings has

meldon drew attention to the insufficiency of the number of been defrayed by the College authorities, who now verymedical inspectors attached to that Board. Mr. Gray held justly require that to a certain extent the Society should be

that the Board was in a bad way altogether, and moved a self-supporting. A committee has been appointed to reportreduction of the vote for it by the omission of the amount of on the matter, but it is probable that a small yearly subscrip-
the salaries of the Commissioners ; and Mr. Meldon, sup- tion by each member will eventually be adopted as the mostported by Mr. Parnell, asked for an inquiry into the Board’s feasible proceeding under the circumstances.administration. Nothing came of the conversation, however. 
The Government were unyielding as to the question of HONOURS still fall pretty thick upon the medical men who
medical inspectors, and the Local Government Board was served in the Russian army during the war. Dr. Rasbiraiew,
decently whitewashed by Sir M. Hicks Beach. Both ques- physician to the 9th Army Corps, and Dr. Bergmann,
tions, we apprehend, will appear in the House again next formerly a professor in the University of Dorpat, have re-
session. 

____ cently received the lst class of the Order of St. Stanislaus;

DECOMPOSITION OF STARCH, 
and Drs. Arkhangelsky, physician to the 31st Infantry

DECOMPOSITION OF STARCH. 
Division, Dyloosky, physician to the 5th Infantry Division,

MM. MUSCULUS and GRUHN, in a communication made and Veschitsky, principal physician to the 18th Regiment of
to the Acad&eacute;mie des Sciences (June 10th, 1878), give a list Infantry of Vologda (H.R.H. the Prince of Orange’s regi-
of the different substances produced when starch is acted ment), have received the 3rd class of the Order of St.
upon simultaneously by diastase and boiling diluted sul- Vladimir with the Swords.

phuric acid, with an account of the properties of each. The
bodies formed are named soluble starch, erythrodextrine, THE Port Sanitary Committee of the Corporation of

achroodextrine a, achroodextrine &bgr;, achroodextrine -y, maltose, London made their annual inspection on Friday, the 19th
and glycose. The authors of the paper consider starch to instant, under the guidance of Mr. William Blankley,
be a polysaccharide having the formula n(C12H20O10), in the chairman. The Committee were accompanied, among
which the precise value of n&mdash;probably not less than 5 or 6- others, by Dr. Seaton, medical officer, and Mr. Netten

remains to be determined. Under the influence of diastaltic Radcliffe, inspector of the Local Government Board ; Mr.
ferments and diluted acids, starch undergoes a series of Johnson Smith; Dr. Saunders ; Mr. Harry Leach, port
hydrations and successive decompositions. At each dis- medical officer; and Mr. Whitcombe, surgeon to the

integration it forms maltose and a new dextrine with feebler hospital-ship Rhin. The committee subsequently enter-

molecular wei ’ght; n becomes less and less, until achroo- tained their guests at the Rosherville Hotel.
dextrine 7 is formed, which is probably transformed into . -:-- .

maltose by simple hydration. Maltose in its turn takes up 
THE operations of the Russian Red Cross Society do not

water and decomposes into two molecules of glycose, re- 
cease with the cessation of war. The Russian journals give

presented by the equation C12 H22O11 + H2O (maltose )= the details of a large quantity of articles sent from the
central depot of the Society to Sebastopol for the service of

the hospitals organised in that city for sick from the Army
VITAL STATISTICS OF INDIA. of the South. The articles included mattress-cases, pillow-

WE have received from the Office of the Sanitary Com- cases, body linen, under-clothing, stockings, handkerchiefs,
missioners of the Panjaub the weekly return of deaths 

down pillows, dressing-gowns, coverlets, bed-curtains, pre-

registered in the province during the week ending the 4th of 
served fruits, particularly cranberries, tea, sugar, wine,

May. No deaths from cholera occurred; 1356 from small-pox cocoa, tobacco, books (700), and concertinas (2).
were registered, as against 1311 in the previous week. A SEVERAL soldiers belonging to Indian regiments havetotal of 5086 deaths were registered under the head of fevers, been poisoned at Malta by carbolic acid, given out as a
as against 4670 in the previous week, and nine are reported ration instead of lime-juice. Colonel Stanley, in reply to
to have occurred from starvation. In the fifty-one large Mr. Muntz, in the House on Monday, has promised that a
municipal towns 981 were registered, giving a death-rate of searching investigation shall be made as to the matter. We

37 per 1000 of population, the birth-rate during the same would ask, however, why is a ration of lime-juice necessary

interval being at the rate of 31 per 1000. The above figures at Malta at all ? Is vegetable food so scarce on that islanddeal with a total estimated population of about 1,300,000 as to render such an arrangement imperative?
persons. 

as to render such an arrangement imperative?
THE OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, 

THE Graphic this week publishes a cupplement giving a
ST. PE..6-ERSBURG. pleasant summary of the career of the Earl of Beaconsfield,
’ 

’ 

K.G., appropriately illustrated by well executed portraits ofTHE following is a summary return of the work done at the present Prime Minister as he appeared when making histhe Ophthalmic Hospital, St. Petersburg, in 1877. The maiden speech in the House of Commons in 1837, and in his
admissions numbered 13,036 (7286 males and 5750 females). most recent photographs.Of these patients 6397 were treated gratuitously, and 6639 

&deg; 
-

paid for their treatment. The total number of patients THE Blackheath Dramatic Club, some few days ago, pre-
treated at the hospital (out-patients and in-patients) was sented, through Mr. Charles Davis, the very handsome
35,281. The number of important operations performed, donation of E75 to the Dreachaoaaglat Seamen’s Hospital,
1388. The receipts of the hospital in gifts amounted to being a portion of the proceeds of an entertainment given
20,651 roubles; the expenses to 20,634 roubles. The hos- by the members of the Club.


